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Continental Shelf
· flat area that extends from the shoreline
· considered part of the continent and this is where most life is found
Continental Slope 
· Both the continental shelf and slope are considered part of the continents, even though they are below the sea surface
· Submarine canyons are V-shaped canyons cut into the continental slope 
Continental Rise
· Found at the base of the continental slope 

· Created by the deposits at the mouths of the many submarine canyons

· Each canyon's thick fan-shaped sedimentary deposit is called an abyssal fan
Ocean Floor 

· Base of the continental rise in water 4000 to 6000 meters deep
· Numerous volcanoes populate the floor (approx. 10,000).

Mid-ocean ridge 
· found rising above the ocean floor at the center of the ocean basins 

· new oceanic crust formed from volcanic fissures in the crust

Ocean trenches 
· Long, narrow, steep-sided depressions found on the ocean floor that contain the greatest depths in the ocean (11,000 meters - western Pacific) 

